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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lippert et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 5,876,471. 

Regarding Claim 1, Lippert discloses a vessel for filtering oil, comprising: a frame (#22) 
defining at least one compartment; a rack (#54) removeably positioned within the compartment; 
and at least one candle housing (#50, 52) removeably positioned in the rack. 

Regarding Claim 2, Lippert discloses a plurality of filter elements (#28) suspended in the 
candle housing. 

Regarding Claim 5, Lippert discloses that the rack comprises a hollow tube (#54). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 3-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lippert in view of Trotzki et al., Pub. No. US 2002/0158002 A1. 

Regarding Claim 3, Lippert discloses a mounting plate (#52) but does not disclose a 
chamber above the mounting plate. Trotzki teaches filter comprising a candle housing including 
a mounting plate (#5) defining a chamber (#7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Lippert in view of Trotzki in order to divide the compartment into different 
chambers (Paragraph 29). 

Regarding Claim 4, Trotzki discloses that the filter element includes a permeable core 
(#15) that is threadably engaged to the mounting plate (Paragraph 36) and is in fluid 
communication with the chamber. 

Regarding Claim 6, Lippert in view of Trotzki discloses that the chamber ('002, #7) is in 
fluid communication with the rack ('471, #54) when the candle housing ('471, #50,52) is 
positioned in the rack. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lippert in view of 
Tominari et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,833,848. 

Regarding Claim 7, Lippert discloses a vessel for filtering oil, comprising: a frame (#22); 
an inlet pipe (#25); a tubular rack (#54); at least one candle housing (#50, 52) including a 
plurality of filter elements (#28) removeably positioned in the rack and in fluid communication 
with the rack; and an outlet pipe (#46). However, Lippert does not disclose male and female 
connectors. Tominari teaches a filter with male and female connectors (Fig. 3). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Lippert with the element of Tominari 
because it is a method of coupling common in the filter art. 
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6. Claims 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lippert in 
view of Tominari as applied to Claim 7 above, and further in view of Trotzki. 

Regarding Claim 10, Lippert discloses a mounting plate (#52) but does not disclose that 
it is threadably engaging the filter elements. Trotzki teaches a filter elements threadably 
engaged to the mounting plate (Paragraph 36). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Lippert in view of Tominari with the element of Trotzki because it is a 
method of attachment common in the filter art. 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Trotzki discloses that candle housing defines a chamber (#7) 
above the mounting plate (#5) that is in fluid communication with the filter elements (#12). 

Regarding Claim 12, Lippert in view Tominari, and in further view of Trotzki discloses 
that the chamber ('002, #7) is interconnected to and in fluid communication with the rack ('471, 
#54). 

Regarding Claim 13, Trotzki discloses that the filter element includes a permeable core 
(#15) surrounded by compressed filter media (#12). 

Regarding Claim 14, Trotzki discloses that the core (#15) is threadably engaged to the 
mounting plate (Paragraph 36). 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lippert in view of 
Tominari as applied to Claim 7 above, and further in view of Wilkie et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,221,266 B1. 

Regarding Claim 8, Lippert discloses a sludge purge line (#42) positioned in the bottom 
of said the compartment and an overflow line (#36) positioned in the top of the compartment but 
does not disclose an air purge line. Wilkie teaches a filter comprising air purge lines (#68). It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Lippert in view of Tominari 
with the element of Wilkie in order to purge the trapped air (Col. 8, Lines 12-15). 

8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lippert in view of 
Tominari, and in further view of Wilkie as applied to Claim 8 above, and further in view of 
Monsarrat et al., U.S. Patent No. 2,278,148. 

Regarding Claim 9, Lippert in view of Tominari, and in further view of Wilkie does not 
teach a door or a handle. Monsarrat teaches a filter comprising a door for enclosing a 
compartment and a handle attached to a door (Fig. 1). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Lippert in view of Tominari, and in further view of Wilkie 
because it is an apparatus common in the filter art. 

9. Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lippert in 
view of Tominari as applied to Claim 7 above, and further in view of Johnson, U.S. Patent No. 
1,873,594. 

Regarding Claim 15, Lippert in view of Tominari does not disclose a header. Johnson 
teaches a filter comprising headers; (#1 1) interconnected to the inlet pipe (#6). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Lippert in view of Tominari with the 
element of Johnson in order to distribute the incoming fluid uniformly throughout (Col. 2, Lines 
54-66). 

Regarding Claim 16, Lippert discloses a sloped floor pan (#40). 



Application/Control Number: 10/776,836 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 1723 

10. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lippert in view 
of Tominari as applied to Claim 7 above, and further in view of Zievers et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,152,815. 

Regarding Claim 17, Lippert in view of Tominari does not disclose a plurality of 
compartments. Zievers teaches a filter comprising a plurality of compartment (#12). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Lippert in view of Tominari with 
the element of Zievers because they are both filters with multiple racks with a plurality of filters 
used in similar environments to filter similar fluids. 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Yoon-Young Kim whose telephone number is (571) 272-2240. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 51 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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